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third to Broadway. A perfect Sunday morning, after a colder
night than gardeners care for in May, saw us on the way to
North Wales. Evesham, Worcester, Kidderminster, Shrewsbury
for our mid-day meal, Whittington and Chirk, and then down the
valley of the River Dee through the Vale of Llangollen where the
tree-covered slopes in their Spring dress formed a picture of the
utmost beauty, and so finally to Bettws-y-Coed.

BODNANT

The next morning was sunny, with a slight breeze, and we left
at an early hour to make the short journey to Bodnant. We were
received by LORD and LADY ABERCONWAY, and after a brief
pause in which to admire the magnificent view across the
terraces towards the Snowdon range we set out on our tour of
inspection, led by LORD ABERCONWAY, the HON. CHARLES
McLAREN and MR. CHARLES PUDDLE. It had been arranged that
the morning should be spent here and the afternoon devoted to
a sight-seeing trip to Conway Castle, but the President most
kindly suggested that those who wished might spend the whole
day at Bodnant. The majority gladly accepted this invitation,
for there was plainly far too much to be seen in one morning.
Situated above the River Conway on a South-west slope and
covering an area of more than sixty acres, the garden at Bodnant
consists of two main portions; an upper part around the house,
containing lawns, flower-beds and terraces, and a lower part
known as the Dell, through which the River Hiraethlyn, a
tributary of the Conway, flows, comprising pinetum and wild
garden. The story of the development of these grounds has been
told elsewhere, and little will be said here except that they were
originally laid out in 1874 and in succeeding years by the late
MR. HENRY POCHIN, LORD ABERCONWAY’S grandfather, and that
the terraces South-west of the house were designed and con-
structed by the late LADY ABERCONWAY and Her son, our Presi-
dent between 1905 and 1914. When one observes the great size
and luxuriant growth of the trees and shrubs it is difficult to
believe that so much has been accomplished within this period.
It is no secret that Rhododendrons hold a high place in the
President’s esteem, but to spend the day in his garden is to realize
that in order to plant it he has collected together almost every-
thing of quality and rejected worthless plants lacking decorative
value. This wide range of beautiful things has been so disposed
as to form a collection of great interest, each item placed where
it may develop naturally and show itself to the best advantage.
We strolled first down through the spacious terraces, noting
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the fine buttressed stone walls affording shelter to a great variety
of somewhat tender shrubs. The lovely white Wisteria venusta
on the balustrading was especially noticeable as we descended to
the Rose Terrace, which is arranged with beds separated by
flagged paths, the beds containing tulips and other Spring
flowers and edged with a variety of dwarf plants. At the next
level is the Croquet Terrace, a velvety sward backed by a high
wall with a shrub border at its foot. A large volume would be
required were one to attempt to list all the plants here, for, as
on the other terraces, the wall-space is well filled; and in all
directions one can see fine specimens of notable trees and shrubs,
including Magnolia Campbellii, M. Delavayi and an exception-
ally blue form of Cedrus atlantica glauca. Next comes the Lily
Terrace, containing a large formal pool in which many hybrid
Waterlilies are growing. Borders of herbaceous flowers are set
out around the sides of this terrace.

We descended again by way of a curved pergola to another
section with formal beds, noticing on the way species of Solanum,
Tricuspidaria, Desfontainia, Eucryphia, Fabiana and other
choice genera, and last of all to the Canal Terrace with its long,
rectangular bathing-pool. The two longer sides of this terrace
have borders planted chiefly with blue flowers; it is framed at
the North end by smoothly-trimmed yew hedges, and at the
other end stands a garden house of unusual design.

At this point we left the terraces and made our way down a
glen, where many of the smaller Rhododendrons were growing
interplanted with primulas of the Bartley strain, towards the
pinetum. (Figs. 82, 83.) One by one a series of noble conifers
came into view. The largest of all is a specimen of Abies grandis
planted in 1876 by JOHN BRIGHT, LORD ABERCONWAY’S great-
uncle, and a short distance away stands an extremely fine Cedrus
atlantica glauca of the same age. Planted a few years later, dbies
Lowiana has attained a height of 125 feet. Pseudotsuga tazifolia,
T'suga heterophylla, Sequoia sempervirens and S. gigantea have also
reached an enormous size. All along the Dell stream stand these
handsome giants, and among them we discovered many less
common species such as Abies Pinsapo, A. bracteata, Pinus
Bolanderi, Taiwania cryptomerioides, Juniperus Coxii and J.
recurva. Amongthe many interesting Rhododendrons in the Dell,
‘Matador’ (strigillosum X Griersonianum) was conspicuous. Re-
splendent in crimson-scarlet, with dark and shapely foliage, this
and ‘Laura Aberconway’ (Griersonianum X ‘Barclayi’) which
we saw later, are perhaps two of the very best of the larger
Bodnant hybrids.

Continuing our walk up the Dell and recrossing the stream
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JUNE 14, 1949—LORD ABERCONWAY, C.B.E., LL.D., V.M.H., in the Chair, and six
other members present.

Awards Recommended

Award of Merit
To Rhododendron ‘Elna’ (‘Etna’ x Elliottii) (votes 6 for, 0 against), as a hardy
flowering shrub, from LORD ABERCONWAY, C.B.E., LL.D., V.M.H., Bodnant, North
Wales.
To Rhododendron ‘Jibuti’ (Griersonianum x ‘Gill’s Triumph’) (votes 6 for,
0 against), as a hardy flowering shrub, from E. DE ROTHSCHILD, ESQ., Exbury, nr.
Southampton. :
To Rhododendron ‘Iliad’ (‘Nereid’ x Kyawi) (votes 6 for, 0 against), as a hardy
flowering shrub, from E. DE ROTHSCHILD, ESQ., Exbury, nr. Southampton.

Other Exhibits

Rhododendron ‘Solon’ (‘Astarte’ X ‘Sunrise’), from LORD ABERCONWAY, C.B.E.,
LL.D., V.M.H., Bodnant, North Wales.

Rhododendron (‘Kewense’ X Griersonianum), from DR. M. AMSLER, Delmonden
Manor, Hawkhurst, Kent.

Rhododendron bullatum (KW 8052), from COL. F. C. STERN, 0.B.E., M.C., F.L.S.,
v.Mm.H., Highdown, Goring-by-Sea, Sussex.

Rhododendron ‘Isabella’ (auriculatum x Griffithianum), R. ‘Felis’ (dichroanthum x
facetum), R. ‘Ophelia’ (cyclium X auriculatum) and R. ‘Ingrid’ (‘Tally Ho’ X
Griffithianum), from E. DE ROTHSCHILD, ESQ., Exbury, nr. Southampton.

JUNE 28, 1949—MR. J. B, STEVENSON, V.M.H., in the Chair, and six other members
present.

Exhibits

Rhododendron ‘Venus’ (‘Amaura’ X facetum) from LORD ABERCONWAY, C.B.E.,
LL.D., V.M.H., Bodnant, North Wales.

Rhododendron ‘Antonio’ var. ‘Omega’ (‘Gill’s Triumph’ X discolor), R. ‘Jutland’
(Elliottii x ‘Bellerophon’) (A.M. 1947), R. ‘Oklahoma’ (‘Bellerophon’ x ‘Tally
Ho’) and R. ‘Indiana’ (scyphocalyz x Kyawi), from EDMUND DE ROTHSCHILD, ESQ.,
Exbury, nr. Southampton.



INDEX

(a) = Azalea

ABERCONWAY, LORD, on Rhododendron
Elizabeth, F.C.C., 6
ABERCONWAY, LORD, on Rhododen-
drons in the garden, 20
Abies bracteata, 127
grandis, 127
Lowiana, 127
Pinsapo, 127
Abutilon megapotamicum, 125
Acer Hookeri, 123
palmatum, 117, 118
reticulatum, 122
Wardii, 123
Akebia quinata, 125
Alstroemeria pelegrina, 129
Athrotaxis selaginoides, 129
Azaleas, 77, 136
Beschorneria yuccoides, 129
Buddleia Colvilei, 124
Calanthe tricarinata, 129
Camellia Cornish Snow, 119
cuspidata, 119
japonica, 6, 124
japonica var. magnoliaeflora, 115
oleifera, 146
reticulata, 6, 115, 121, 123, 145, 144,
146
St. Ewe, 148
saluenensis, 6, 119, 145, 146, 148,
151, 152
Williamsii “J. C. Williams’, 6, 119,
148, Fig. 42
Cedrela sinensis, 118
Cedrus atlantica glauca, 127
Cephalotaxus Fortunei, 129
Cercidiphyllum japonicum, 118
Cestrum elegans, 124
Chordospartium Stevensoni, 1235
Clianthus puniceus, 125
Cornus capitata, 152
Nuttallii, 116
Corylopsis sinensis, 123
COWAN, DR. J. MACQUEEN, on A survey
of the genus Rhododendron, 29,
Figs. 6-19
COWAN, DR. J. MACQUEEN and H. H.
DAVIDIAN, on A review of Rhodo-
dendrons in their series, 159
Cupressus macrocarpa, 124
Dacrydium Franklinii, 120, 129
Daphniphyllum glaucesecens, 123
himalayense, 9
Drimys aromatica, 122
colorata, 122
‘Winteri, 120, 122
Winteri var. latifolia, 122

Encephalartos villosus, 119
Enkianthus sinensis, 122
Erica mediterranea, 150
Eucalyptus Gunnii, 124
Eueryphia cordifolia, 120
glutinosa (pinnatifolia), 148
lucida, 121
Feijowa Sellowiana, 120
GOULD, N. K., on The Rhododendron
Show, 1949...130
GOULD, N. K., on The Rhododendron
Tour, 114
Hamamelis mollis, 128
HANGER, F. E. W., on Propagation of
Rhododendrons, 59
HERKLOTS, G. A. C., on The Rhodo
dendrons of Hong Kong, 183
Hesperoyucca Whipplei, 129
Jasminum revolutum, 125 .
Juniperus Coxii, 127
recurva, 127
KINGDON-WARD, ¥., on Rhododendron
in the Wild, 9
Lardizabala biternata, 125
Larix Potaninii, 129
Lomatia ferruginea, 120, 124
Machilus Thunbergii, 185
Magnolia Campbellii, 119, 127, 142,
145
Dawsoniana, 119, 146
Delavayi, 127, 146, 147, 148, 151
Fraseri, 119
nitida, 122
Sargentiana, 119
Sargentiana robusta, 147
sinensis, 119
Sprengeri diva, 119, 146
stellata, 150
Veitchii, 145, Fig. 46
Watsonii, 151
Wilsoni, 148
Michelia Doltsopa,
Figs. 37, 38
Myosotidium nobile, 129
Myrtus Luma, 120
Nerium Oleander, 30
Ourisia macrophylla, 129
Periconia azaleae, 28
Photinia glomerata, 128
Phytophthora Cinnamomi, 80
Picea Smithiana, 120
Pieris Forrestii, 121
Pinus Ayacahuite, 129
Bolanderi, 127
insignis, 143
Montezumae, 120

119, 147, 149,

193 N






































